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                    NATIONAL AIDS CONTROL COUNCIL

SPEECH 

BY

CANON ROSEMARY MBOGO AG. CHAIRPERSON 
NATIONAL AIDS CONTROL COUNCIL 

DURING

THE LAUNCH OF MAISHA MAARIFA HUB AT CROWNE PLAZA 
APRIL 25, 2016
Cabinet Secretary for Health, Dr. Cleophas Maillu,

Principal Secretary Ministry of Health Dr. Nicholas Muraguri,

Development Partners present,

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen…….
Our Chief Guest, allow me to express my gratitude to you regarding your decision to launch the Maisha Maarifa HIV Research Hub, one of its kind globally, that provides a platform to share information, knowledge and research gaps in our efforts to accelerate research and evidence based interventions in the HIV and AIDS response in Kenya.
In March, you gathered the Ministry for a review of performance and planning.  You launched Rapid Results Initiatives where you required of all health actors to accelerate service delivery so that results were delivered to Kenyans in less time than was originally planned.  

The NACC had planned to deliver a HIV research hub, Maisha Maarifa early in the next financial year and chose this as one of the projects to accelerate implementation.  The NACC team has worked tirelessly, supported by partners, in particular the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI), to deliver on this RRI in less than the stipulated time.  
Our Chief Guest, where as we have made significant progress in the fight against HIV and AIDS in the three decade long fight against the pandemic, a lot is still required of us. Experience has taught us that there are no easy solutions but that science must be the corner stone for action.
The Research Hub dubbed Maisha Maarifa, is key to the collation of scientific research and data from Kenya and in Kenya towards fast-tracking our capacity to and enhance our capacity for NACC to efficiently translate scientific findings into policy and practice for the HIV response in Kenya.  

Our Chief Guest, HIV Research funding remains a challenge in the country and implementation of our HIV research agenda relies heavily on donors. We recently launched a Policy Brief on Domestic Financing of the Kenya HIV and AIDS Research Agenda 2014-2019 and are in negotiations with NACOSTI, the National Commission for Science, Technology and Innovation to avail and earmark resources to fast-track attainment of this agenda item.  Mr. Cabinet Secretary, we request your support in mobilizing resources for us to increase domestic resources for HIV including research.  
In concluding, let me take the opportunity to once again express our immense pleasure on Behalf of NACC for this milestone in the HIV Response. I salute the local organizing committee, Insitutitions of Higher Learning, Research Firms and representatives from development partners and other stakeholders who have supported this process.
Asanteni sana.
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