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                      NATIONAL AIDS CONTROL COUNCIL
SPEECH 

BY

THE DIRECTOR NATIONAL AIDS CONTROL COUNCUIL DR.NDUKU KILONZO
 DURING 

THE INAUGURAL HANDOVER OF THE ‘BEYOND ZERO’ MOBILE CLINIC TO GARISA COUNTY ON

 May 5, 2016.
Your Excellency the First Lady of the Republic of Kenya Margaret Kenyatta,

Cabinet Secretary in Charge of Health, Dr. Cleopa Mailu,

The Governor, Garissa County Government Hon Nadhif Jamal,

Principal Secretary Ministry of Health Dr. Nicholas Muraguri,

Members of Parliament present,

Members of the County Assembly,

Partners,

All protocols observed,

Ladies and Gentlemen

Your Excellency, Today marks another milestone in the fight against HIV and AIDS in the country. This occasion like many others before it, serves to cement our shared mission of working together for a HIV free society and the National AIDS Control Council couldn’t be more proud to be part of this great initiative.

Your Excellency, the Beyond Zero campaign has helped build synergies for driving the fight against the pandemic forward. This is especially important considering our shared understanding that HIV prevention is everyone’s business. Your commitment in championing this cause serves to re-emphasize the importance of a strong leadership in the fight against HIV and AIDS. The Beyond Zero initiative has provided an avenue to address the emerging dynamics in the HIV response that had not been given the desired attention despite their contribution to new HIV infections. Poverty, social inequities, ignorance, gender based violence and harmful cultural practices have emerged strongly as some of the factors fuelling new HIV infections. While Garissa has managed to keep HIV infections low, the County risks eroding this commendable achievement due to the high HIV stigma index that serves to increase women and girls vulnerability to HIV infections. Further, the low uptake of Elimination of Mother to Child Transmission (EMTCT) program in the county is another source for worry. In 2014 for instance up to 52% of HIV positive pregnant women in the Garissa County didn’t deliver in a health facility with only 41% attending four ante natal clinics. 
This in essence undermines the very noble efforts of eliminating HIV transmission to children from their mothers and keeping the latter alive. We are however full of conviction that the fully kitted mobile clinic being handed over today will play a key role in scaling up the Elimination of Mother to Child Transmission (EMTCT) program and therefore Keeping Mothers Alive. 
Your Excellency, allow me to appreciate the Honorable Governor Nadhif Jamal for his support in the fight against HIV and AIDS in Garissa County. The County government has particularly been supportive in the ongoing development of the County AIDS Strategic Plan. The document seeks to guide the County in the HIV response through planning, resourcing and implementation of County specific HIV programs. We look forward to enhancing our working relationship through the Beyond Zero Campaign to accelerate further relevant interventions to end HIV and AIDS in the county.
Once again your Excellency we thank you for your resolve and passion, your commitment and dedication, and your desire to see our children born free of HIV. This is well defined in your philosophy in which The National AIDS Control Council in its mandate as a coordinating body of the response will always proudly support.

Thank you all….
Asanteni sana….
