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The Chairperson, Governors Spouses Forum,
The Country Director, UNAIDS

Distinguished participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
In 2013, Her Excellency the First Lady of the Republic of Kenya ran for 42 kilometers to bring attention to the number of women dying while giving life, the number of children being born with HIV and the number of children dying before the age of 5years.  She decided to do more than bring attention, but to take action, concerted action.  

3 years ago the First Lady of the Republic Kenya Her Excellency Margaret Kenyatta launched a four year progressive Strategy for her engagement in HIV, control and promotion of maternal, newborn and child health in Kenya. The goal was to mobilize the country and county leadership to reduce new HIV infections and the number of deaths among women and children. This sounded a tall order considering the limited resource environment. Today we review a score card with progress that has placed Kenya in the Global map. Her Excellency the First Lady is today one of the most admired world leaders for having dedicated her life to service for the humanity, less fortunate in the society and above all the mother and the child.
As you may be aware the Government is currently implementing free maternal health services policy in Kenya. Since its initiation the programme has seen the number of pregnant women visiting antenatal clinics increase three fold. This is complemented by the Beyond Zero Mobile clinic services which come in handy in areas which are hard to reach taking services closer to the people who need them. The government continues to address the critical issue of human resource for health to adequately meet the demand created by offering free maternal and child health services and increased numbers of children on ART.
Over the last 3 years much has been achieved.  It has been achieved through the support of many of the people in this room.  The Spouses of Governors have become champions and advocates.   County Health Executive Committee members have given attention to maternal and child health and HIV.  Civil Society has contributed as partners and Kenyans have stood to be counted in the journey of saving children and mothers’ lives.  

H.E the First Lady, Margaret Kenyatta recognizes the effort that everyone has made towards our common health goals as a Country that are also espoused in the Beyond Zero Campaign.  It is for this reason that H.E. the First Lady has decided that she would like to honor Kenyans from the Counties, communities, academia, civil society who have shown exemplary leadership and contributed towards the goals of maternal and child health and elimination of mother to child transmission with her First Lady Beyond Zero awards.  A leadership summit will be held to deliver these awards, in August 2016.   
I am pleased to be here to open this high level Pre-leadership consultative summit that will take stock of county and national progress towards elimination of mother to child transmission, maternal and child health Indicators and develop consensus on a criteria to and process between now and August that will result in identification of the pioneer First Lady Beyond Zero awardees.   
As I conclude, I take this opportunity from the onset to thank the Beyond Zero Secretariat, the Technical Advisory Team, and the National AIDS Control Council whose collaboration has culminated into this high-level consultative meeting.  Importantly is to that thank each and everyone one of you participants and especially the County teams, the Spouses of Governors and the County Executives for Health and other representatives.
I now declare this meeting officially open and wish you fruitful deliberations.
Thank you.
