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Principal Secretary Ministry of Health Dr. Nicholas Muraguri,

Chair, Governors’ Spouses Forum,
Governors’ Spouses,
County Executive Members of Health,

Partners,

I am honored to join you today at the Pre Leadership Summit to take stock of the progress made towards Elimination of Mother to Child Transmission, Maternal and Child Health and HIV control in Kenya.  Allow me to take this earliest of opportunities to express my sincere gratitude to all the Governors Spouses, County Executive Committee Members of Health and all partners for being very integral players in our journey towards elimination of mother to child transmission and ending HIV and AIDS.
As a country, we have made incredible progress against AIDS precisely because we never allowed our determination and ambition to be hindered by skeptics. We have consistently dreamt biggest and endeavored to achieve what others have come to refer to as ‘out of this world goals’. I am therefore very confident when I state that this is the time to strengthen the links between the essential work the First Lady is doing under the Beyond Zero Campaign, and our work to end HIV and AIDS in the country. We must combine our resources and strategies across sectors to accelerate the pace of progress and deliver bolder results. It’s the time to interrogate what has worked and what hasn’t moving forward in our response to the pandemic. It is time to march on towards the achievement of the so called ‘out of this world goals’ in the fight against HIV and AIDS in Kenya.
The Chief Guest, I note with appreciation that the Pre Leadership Summit has been organized at a time when we are focusing on ending HIV and AIDS among young people. 
This caucus therefore provides us as leaders and as parents a platform for sharing opportunities and responsibilities to change the HIV situation among this cohort. Startling statistics of HIV among young people should be of great concern to all of us. The statistics show that of the 100,000 new infections occurring annually, a third occur among young people and adolescents, even more worrisome is the fact that AIDS is the leading cause of death among young people and adolescents and this is totally unacceptable. We cannot allow this to go on as a nation since in a couple of years, this cohort is expected to form part of the most productive section of the Kenyan population. And that is why I am very glad to be taking part in this Pre Leadership Summit, that all of us in this room clearly understand the magnitude of the job before us. 
The Chief Guest, kindly allow me to offer special recognition to all the women leaders in this room today. I am aware that we are all championing the fight against HIV and AIDS in our respective counties vide the offices and platforms that we lead. However, I would just want to remind all of us that 68% of the 1.6 Million People Living with HIV in the country are women. It is also important to remember that it is some of our mothers who are living with HIV, who due to various reasons, transmit the virus to their infants, and that is why I take this opportunity to thank the First Lady of the Nation, Her Excellency Margaret Kenyatta, for having had the vision to start the Beyond Zero Campaign to augment other efforts in ensuring that mother to child transmission of HIV is eliminated. As women leaders in this room therefore, the stage has been set and the onus is on us to use this opportunity to take AIDS completely out of isolation, tapping into our social movements, leveraging AIDS resources to ensure an AIDS free society in our respective counties. This is the new legacy of the AIDS response that we must all aspire to achieve.
The Chief Guest, allow me to also thank the County Health CECs for their pivotal role in the journey towards the realization of Health targets at the county level. To this end, we are particularly proud for our close working relationship with County Governments in addressing the HIV and AIDS pandemic. We are aware that different counties represented here face different challenges related to maternal child health and HIV and AIDS. I also take note that some of us have made major strides in this area. Unfortunately, we appreciate that, the status of maternal child health care and HIV and AIDS remains an issue of great concern.  
I am however happy to point out that we are closely working with County Governments in developing the various county specific County AIDS Strategic Plans that best addresses salient HIV and AIDS issues in the respective counties given that each devolved unit of government has its own HIV situation. I believe that we can learn from each other and we all have the potential to make a contribution in the Elimination of Mother to Child Transmission as well as in ending HIV and AIDS. It is the collective responsibility of all of us as stakeholders to work together in order to achieve these goals.
Asanteni sana…..

