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                         NATIONAL AIDS CONTROL COUNCIL

SPEECH 

BY

THE DIRECTOR NATIONAL AIDS CONTROL COUNCIL 

DR.NDUKU KILONZO DURING 

 HANDING OVER OF THE MOBILE CLINIC TO TRANS NZOIA COUNTY ON

APRIL 27, 2016

Your Excellency the First Lady of the Republic of Kenya, Margaret Kenyatta,

Cabinet Secretary for Health Dr. Cleopa Maillu,

The Governor, Trans Nzoia County Dr. Patrick Khaemba,

Principal Secretary Ministry of Health Dr. Nicholas Muraguri,

Members of Parliament present,

Members of the County Assembly,

Development Partners present,

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen……..

Your Excellency, I am greatly honored to be part of this important occasion of handing over of a fully kitted mobile clinic to Trans Nzoia County. The delivery of these clinics to various has given the fight against HIV and AIDS a new impetus and the necessary zeal to drive the HIV and AIDS agenda forward. 

Your Excellency, the National AIDS Control Council is proud to be associated with the Beyond Zero Campaign that has surpassed regional and ethnic boundaries in its quest for enhanced maternal, newborn and child health in Kenya. Your commitment and dedication to alleviate the challenges faced by mothers and their unborn children is unparalleled and challenges those of us in  HIV and AIDS programming to re think and adopt new and innovative approaches that will produce high impact results through our day to day planning, resourcing and implementation of different HIV and AIDS programs at all levels.

Your Excellency, Kenya is committed to attaining elimination of mother to child transmission of HIV. The mobile clinic you are donating today will compliment the EMCTC services currently available in all health facilities in the country. As the coordinating body for a multi-sectoral response against HIV and AIDS, NACC and other collaborating partners will intensify efforts to mobilize our communities to ensure all expectant mothers access skilled delivery services. The Beyond Zero Campaign has provided an avenue to address emerging dynamics in the response that have previously not been given the desired attention despite their contribution to new HIV infections. Poverty, social inequities, ignorance, gender based violence and some negative cultural practices such as female genital mutilation and denying school going children the opportunity to learn have emerged strongly as some of the factors fuelling new HIV infections.

Your Excellency, Trans Nzioa County is currently experiencing challenges such as discrimination and stigma that have increased women and girl’s vulnerability to HIV infections.  It is important for all stakeholders to note that prevention of mother to child transmission starts with protecting young girls from getting infected. Girls therefore have to be protected by all means, since they are the future mothers of our nation. Important to note is that HIV cannot be tackled by the health sector alone.  We must therefore address the aforementioned cultural as well as social factors that put young people at risk of HIV infection. As the Director of the NACC, I would like to appeal to all stakeholders within Trans Nzoia County in the fight to join us in reciprocating the good gesture by Her Excellency the First Lady and seize the opportunities presented by this Mobile Clinic to plan, implement, monitor and evaluate HIV prevention, care, and treatment programs in the county.

Once again your Excellency we thank you for your resolve and passion, your commitment and dedication and your desire to see our children born free of HIV. This is well defined in your philosophy in which the National AIDS Control Council ascribes to and will always proudly support.

….Asanteni sana.

