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Abbreviations and Acronyms 
 

AFIDEP  Africa Institute for Development Policy 

AIDS   Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 

AKU   Aga Khan University 

CDC   Center for Disease Control 

COP   Community of Practice 

ERC   Ethics Review Committee 

HIV   Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

IAVI   International AIDS Vaccine Initiative 

KARSCOM  Kenya AIDS Research Coordinating Mechanism Committee 

KEMRI  Kenya Medical Research Institute 

NACC   National AIDS Control Council 

NASCOP  National AIDS and STI Control Programme 

SRH   Sexual Reproductive Health 
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1.0 Executive Summary. 

The National AIDS Control Council with support from counties, stakeholders and partners at 

various levels is in the process of implementing the Kenya AIDS Strategic Framework (KASF) 

2014/15 to 2018/19 and the HIV Research Agenda (2014/15 – 2018/19) which outlines Kenya’s 

priority areas in HIV and AIDS Research. In line with this, NACC has developed a web – based 

research portal – the Maisha Maarifa Research Hub, to facilitate access to research evidence on 

HIV, Sexual Reproductive Health and Co-morbidities. 
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2.0 Objectives of the Research Hub 

2.1 Overall Objective 

To enhance access to current information and up-to-date research findings for stakeholders and 

policy makers in HIV/AIDS, SRH and co-morbidities 

2.2 Specific objectives  

 To avail current local knowledge (research findings, best practices in programming) in a 

coordinated manner  

 To promote evidence-based policy formulation and programming 

 To provide an interactive forum for practitioners, implementers and researchers to share 

knowledge and develop innovative approaches to the HIV response  

3.0 Structure of the Hub 

3.1 Knowledge/Information repository  

The research Hub is an online portal where research conducted locally is aggregated for ease of 

reference. These include: 

 Ongoing, ERC-approved research work to reduce duplication 

 Published research findings (open publications) to generate new knowledge 

 Unpublished research and programmatic reports which usually contains rich information 

 Policy documents including local guidelines 

 Funding opportunities, scholarships 

 Opportunities for dissemination of findings (conferences, symposia, seminars)  
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3.2 Interactive forum 

The Hub provides an opportunity for online interaction for practitioners, implementers and 

researchers: 

 Communities of Practice (COP) - forum to share knowledge and information 

 Linkages between partners and stakeholders (e.g. conference announcements) 

 Webinars – online seminars  

4.0 How to access the Research Hub 

Anybody can access information contained in the Research Hub without having to register. 

However, to participate in the interactive forums or upload any content one MUST be a 

registered user. Registration is free of charge. Registration to use the Research Hub can be on an 

individual or institutional level. 

To register, one has to login to www.maishamaarifa.or.ke; and click on the ―login/register‖ tab. 

They then proceed to fill in the information requested on the fields and before submitting, one 

would be asked to go through the guidelines and provide consent. Registration is complete after 

successful submission. 

5.0 Guidelines for uploading research work to the Research Hub 

 

Researchers can upload abstracts, details of an on-going study or the full research report 

(published or unpublished). Research on human subjects must be reviewed and approved by an 

independent, nationally-recognized ERC before it can be uploaded into the Hub. The ERC 

approval number should be provided in the information sent for approval before uploading 

individual research work. Researchers should avoid, wherever possible, actions which may have 

deleterious consequences for other researchers or which might undermine the reputation of their 

http://www.maishamaarifa.or.ke/
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discipline. It is the responsibility of the researcher to explain as fully as is reasonable and 

appropriate the aims, nature and objectives of their research, research participants as well as the 

geographical location of their study. 

Login to http://www.maishamaarifa.or.ke/admin/. 

 

See login page below: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.maishamaarifa.or.ke/admin/
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After successful login, you will be ushered to the page below, click on the ―Research‖ tab from 

the side bar on the far left. 

 
 

                                    Research 
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After clicking on ―Research‖, go to the ―Create New‖ tab at the top right corner as shown below 

and click. 

 

 

                                                                                                       Create new 
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Fill in the information requested in the spaces provided regarding your research work and ensure 

it is complete. See below. 

 

 

 

 

 

On the ―Status‖, tab ensure you select the ―Send for Approval‖ option as shown below. 
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                                                                                           Send for approval 

 

After filling in all the required information and ensuring that it is complete, click on the ―Create‖ 

tab at the bottom right corner of the page. Your study will then be submitted for publication in 

the Research Hub. 
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6.0 Interactive Forums                                                                Create 

To participate in the online interactive discussions after registration, one can request to form or 

join an existing Community of Practice (COP). The individuals or institutions who are interested 

in forming a COP would need to contact the Hub administrator at NACC (through ―Contact Us‖ 

option) so as to create a COP for them. A moderator will be identified by those who request for 

the COP to be formed and notify NACC to avail the necessary credentials. The individual 

identified as a moderator MUST be a registered user. COP members can post comments or 

queries which will be published after approval by a moderator. The basic information for 

members of specific communities will be provided to the public. 

Hub users can also request for or join a webinar session when the meeting is going on free of 

charge. Webinar sessions will be advertised and participants will be invited to confirm 
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attendance. Users who will not have received an invitation can join the session as it is going on 

and are free to make their contributions or follow the proceedings wherever they are. 

Participation in a webinar session requires a computer/PC with an active internet connection 

6.1 General guidelines for users of the interactive forums. 

Debate and dissent are welcome, but personal attacks on any author of a strand of conversation 

or individual who participates in the conversation will not be tolerated. The moderator reserves 

the right to immediately de-list anyone who breaches the decency of conversations and decorum. 

It is important to maintain an inviting space for intelligent and constructive discussion of topics. 

Often there might be strong feelings about issues posted, but to maintain the moderated format of 

postings by members, the users should always be respectful by moderating the content and tone 

of their posts.  

6.2.1 Guidelines for using Communities of Practice 

Within each community, members can take official and unofficial roles. Several recognized 

unofficial roles include pot-stirrer, playful antagonist, thought leader, peace keeper, and mentor. 

The unofficial roles that members can play in a COP will be based on both their personalities and 

capabilities. Each member brings to the community their stories, experiences, and expertise. 

Through the ongoing exchange of this knowledge, they will develop social identities within the 

community. Discussions in the COP are moderated by a volunteer selected based on level of 

knowledge and experience relevant to the COP. The main duty of the moderator is to maintain 

vibrancy of the COP and evaluate its contribution to the aims of the Research Hub by tracking 
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membership (both number of members and length of membership), activities and participation rates; and 

providing the COP’s impact on members’ knowledge as well as policy and practice.  

 

 

Other duties include: 

 Identifying important issues in their research domain for discussion 

 Facilitating approval of members to join their COP 

 Providing quality checks on issues of discussion before publishing  

 Planning and facilitating COP discussions/conversations 

 Moderating discussions to ensure consistency and continuity 

  Creating formal and informal connections between COP members  

 Managing the boundary between the COP and the formal organization  

 Building the practice—including the knowledge base, best practices, tools and methods, 

and learning events 

A Co-moderator can be any member of a COP who initiates a discussion which will need to be 

approved by the moderator prior to publication. 

Ideally, a moderator should be:   

 An individual with appropriate online communication skills and preferably, experience 

moderating online communities. 

 An individual who recognizes and is willing to provide the time commitment needed to 

lead the community of practice. 

 Competent and credible within the particular field of research 
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 Attuned to key issues, and concerns of the online research community 

 

6.2.2 Criteria for approval/rejection of comments/discussions by a moderator 

Comments/discussions should be objective and not based on personal feelings or tastes. The 

following comments/discussions will automatically be rejected: 

 Use of insulting language 

 Directed at specific individuals on a personal level 

 Not relevant to the core of the community 

7.0 How to approve requests/ questions/ discussions/comments as a moderator 

 

Login to http://www.maishamaarifa.or.ke/admin/ 
 

 

Using email and password used to register as a user, 
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On success login, you will be taken to your dashboard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pending Community Join request 

Side Menu Bar 
Pending Questions 

 

                                                        Pending comments 

                                                                                                                                                    Logout Link 
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Click on ―COP‖ from the Side bar. This displays all the communities of practice you have been 

assigned as the moderator. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Click to see the questions being discussed 

 

 

 

Click to see members / 
Requests to join a community 
of practice 
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To see the questions being discussed in the COP you moderate, click on ―Questions‖ link from 

the side bar 

 

 

 

 

 

Click to Edit the Question 

 

                                         Red means the question is in draft mode 

                                                    and won’t appear on the portal                   Click to see the comments.  

       Red means there is pending comment(s) 
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7.1 Approving requests to join a COP 

To view the people who want to join a certain community of practice, click the Requests link 

from the side bar or group Icon from the top bat, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click to approve Request 

Click to Delete 

Request 
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7.2 Approving questions 

From the screen above, click ―Edit‖ in the Screen that opens, change the status to ―Published‖ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Change the Status here 
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7.3 Approving comments 

 

To approve comments, Click on Comments link on the side bar 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          1 

            2 

                        3 

 

1. Flag Comment – Flagged comments don’t appear in the portal even though the status may be 

approved 
 

2. Approve Comment – This will make the comment appear in the discussion thread 
 

3. Delete Comment – This purges the comment from the system 
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8.0 Moderating a discussion/ responding to questions/using COP 

From the home page, Click on ―Communities of Practice‖ icon and go to the specific community 

where you are a moderator as shown below and click on it. 

 

                                                                  Communities of practice 
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Once in the specific COP, click on ―Login‖ tab. When the login icon is shown as below, this 

means that you are not yet logged into the COP. 

 

 

                                                          Login 
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8.1 Logged In 

Click on the ―Login‖ icon shown on the page and enter the email and password that you used to 

register with and click ―Submit‖. 

 

 

 

Login 

                                          Submit 
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8.2 Logged in status 

After submission, your account will be successfully signed in. You will see a ―log off‖ option to 

confirm that you are successfully signed in.  

 
 

                                                                                                      Log off 

 

Once you have successfully logged in, click on the ―communities of practice‖ tab again as shown 

below and select your COP. 
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                                                                        Communities of Practice 

 

 

After selecting your COP, you will then be able to ask questions, respond to queries, and 

contribute to discussions as shown on the page below. The ―Leave Community‖ icon shows that 

you are logged into your COP. Click on ―Log Off‖ icon to leave the community. 
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Leave Community 

                                             Log off 
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9.0 General disclaimer (Terms and Conditions) 

While every effort is made by the National AIDS Control Council (NACC) to ensure that 

accurate information is disseminated through this medium, the Organization does not provide 

any assurance about the validity of the information shared. It is provided "as is" without express 

or implied warranty. Further, the Maisha Maarifa Research Hub has provided hypertext links to a 

number of sites as a service to all. This does not imply any link between NACC and these 

particular organizations. The National AIDS Control Council (NACC) reserves the right to 

accept or reject any comment or documents uploaded which deem not to adhere to the rules and 

purpose of the Hub. 

 


